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Legislative Review 
 

To:  Mayor Gregory Kurtz 

  Council Members 

 

From:  Vernon Blaze, Finance Director 

 

Date:  June 5, 2020 

 

Re:  Legislation on the June 9, 2020 Council Meeting Agenda 

 

Second Reading 
 

Ordinance 2020-052 2021 Tax Budget. The 2021 Tax Budget contains the same 

Schedule 1 that was discussed at the May 5 Council Caucus and 

the May 26 Strategic Planning Meeting. Schedule 1 proposes to 

retain the City’s 2.20 Inside Mills, similar to the millage that has 

been requested in past years from the Cuyahoga County Budget 

Commission. 

 

 Schedule 2 can be used as a start of the discussions for the 2021 

Annual Appropriations Ordinance later this fall.  But here some 6 

½ months before the start of 2021, figures contained within it are 

so preliminary at this point that this schedule is included now more 

from a technical compliance standpoint than a practical one.   

  

First Reading 
 

Ordinance 2020-056 $20,000 requested for the secular portion of Campus Life for the 

2020 – 2021 school year, to be administered by Youth for Christ.  

The City has contracted with Youth for Christ for this program for 

many years now. Following are the amounts approved during the 

past four years:  

 

 Ordinance No.  School Year  Dollar Amount  

    2016-111   2016-2017      $20,000 

    2017-103   2017-2018      $20,000 

    2018-092   2018-2019      $30,000 

    2019-076   2019-2020      $35,000 

 

Ordinance 2020-057 The need for an emergency replacement/repair of the inlet-end of 

an 84-inch corrugated metal pipe (cmp) under Patriot’s Way was 

discussed at the April 28, 2020 Utilities Committee Meeting.  
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First Reading Continued 

 

Ordinance 2020-057 Contd . The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District (NEORSD) already 

spent approximately $66,000 on this replacement/repair, and has 

committed an additional $46,850 to it. 

 

 Engineer Ramm has provided a proposal from Geotech in the 

amount of $80,700 to complete the replacement/repair.   

    

 Subtracting out the NEORSD’s $46,850 contribution leaves the 

City’s share of the cost of this project at $33,850.   

 

The $80,700 will be paid out of the 2020 Creek Maintenance 

contract approved with Geotech, and then the NEORSD will 

reimburse the City for the $46,850 when it is completed. 

     

Ordinance 2020-058 Ordinances 2020-58 and 2020-59 and Resolution 2020-17 are all 

related pieces of legislation.  Redwood Living Corporate One LLC 

is renovating and updating the former ADP building at 7007 East 

Pleasant Valley Road at a total improvement cost of approximately 

$2,058,231. 

 Redwood Living is seeking to capture financing through a 

particular statutory framework under the Ohio Revised Code for 

designated energy improvement projects. 

 These three pieces of legislation set forth the creation of a Special 

Energy Improvement Project and will allow private lending to the 

Project secured by payments made through special assessments 

over approximately 25 years. 

 The City merely acts as a pass through agency making the 

payments to the lenders once each semi-annual assessment is 

collected from Redwood Living by Cuyahoga County.  The City 

does not guarantee payment in anyway and the private lending is 

secured by a lien on the property and improvements on it. 

 The City will have to become a member of the Northeast Ohio 

Advanced Energy District, an energy Special Improvement District 

(SID), to facilitate this transaction.  There is a nominal initial cost 

to become a member of this SID and there may be a minimal 

annual fee to remain a member of it.       

Ordinance 2020-059 See comments for Ordinance 2020-058. 
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First Reading Continued 
 

Ordinance 2020-060 $15,000 requested for preliminary engineering regarding sidewalks 

and a future 12” water main on the north side of Hillside Road east 

of Hawthorn Trace and west of South Great Oaks Parkway. 

 

 This expenditure will be paid for out of one of the Chestnut Woods 

TIF’s.  

 

Ordinance 2020-061 Legislation requesting $50,000 be appropriated for Personal 

Protection Products to be provided to certain Independence 

residents.   

 

 Obviously this proposed expenditure was not contemplated when 

the 2020 Annual Appropriations Ordinance was adopted in March. 

The COVID-19/Coronavirus expenditures experienced by the City 

so far in 2020 have been tracked and charged to the Self-Insurance 

Fund, and these expenditures will be too if adopted. 

 

Ordinance 2020-062 $25,000 requested for retaining attorney John T. McLandrich of 

the law firm Mazanec, Raskin and Ryder Co., L.P.A. to represent 

Anthony Togliatti in the case Leonard Mazzola vs. Anthony 

Togliatti, et al., Case No. 1:19-CV-02519, pending in the Northern 

District of Ohio, Eastern Division. 

 

 Legal costs associated with the Mazzola lawsuit have so far been 

charged against the Self-Insurance Fund (710).  This expenditure 

will be paid out of that fund too.  

      

Resolution 2020-017 See comments for Ordinance 2020-058. 


